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Statement by Mr. Alexander V. Shulgin 

ambassador of the Russian Federation in the Netherlands 

 

1) A very significant job has been done by R.Reiding for the past 

20 years. He devoted his time and effort to study war archives and to 

identify the missing soldiers and civilians who lost their lives during the 

WWII and found their eternal rest here in the Netherlands. Due to his 

initiative relatives of the fallen could find their grandfathers and 

grandmothers restoring their family trees, as well as the history of the 

Soviet Union. We wholeheartedly thank R.Reiding for paying tribute to 

the fallen, helping their relatives and making an important contribution to 

the renovation project of the cemetery.  

 

2) Remembering the victims of violence and war and appealing for 

peace through this remembrance is a key concern of the Government of 

the Russian Federation. As a part of these efforts the Embassy of Russia 

in the Netherlands works to insure that the war graves of «Soviet Field of 

Honor» where Soviet soldiers and civilians are buried are well maintained 

and kept in good order. We will continue to fulfill our sacred duty to 

further support the necessary renovation measures and to strongly 

encourage our partners and communities to respect, honor, remember and 

commemorate the lost lives of our heroes through the maintenance and 

preservation of the cemetery «Soviet Field of Honor».  

 

3) Burial sites and places of commemoration form an important part 

of the Russian and the Dutch heritage and must be conserved for future 
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generations. We should never forget those 865 courageous men and 

women buried at the cemetery «Soviet Field of Honour», who died 

serving their peoples abroad, among them are Russians, Ukrainians, 

Azerbaijani, Armenians, Uzbeks, Belarusians and other nationalities. 

Their graves are tangible and symbolic reminders of our turbulent history. 

They remind us how ordinary people are drawn into military conflicts, 

often unwillingly and fatally. Looking at the tombstones of courageous 

servicemen who lost their lives during the past war defending the right for 

life, peace and freedom abroad, we all should do everything to avoid the 

recurrence of fascism in all its forms and manifestations. Otherwise it will 

mean that we betray the sacrifices of the people lying here.  

 

 


